
 

 
 
 

PGME COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes 
Date: 
March 11th, 2015 

Time:  
07:00am-08:00am 

Location:  
HAS 101, Western 

Meeting called by Dr. Chris Watling, Associate Dean Postgraduate Medical Education  

Attendees 

A. Al-Areibi, K. Faber, V. Hocke,  M. Ott, S. Rumas, K. Sequeira, G. Tithecott, J. Wickett, A. 
Yazdani, D. Steven, B. Rotenberg, A. Power, S. VanUum, S. Levine, G. Cooper; PARO Rep: V. 
Diaconita, J. Lukovic, S. Pisani; Hospital Reps: M. Macpherson; P.A. Exec Rep: K. Nitz; 
Guests: J. Binnendyk, P. Bere 

Note taker Kate O’Donnell, kate.odonnell@schulich.uwo.ca 

Agenda Topics 

1.  CPSO RENEWAL UPDATE            Dr. C. Watling  

Discussion 

. At end of April, CPSO will send out a renewal form to continuing trainees which will include 
a questionnaire they haven’t seen before that will ask about remediation, sanctions or 
disciplining by any hospital or medical school. 
. If questions arise on how or what residents need to disclose and how, please contact Dr. 
Watling. 
. Residents now also have to meet the standards around exposure-prone procedures and 
testing for blood borne pathogens (Hep C, B, HIV), even if they will only do a single 
applicable rotation. The blood tests may have an associated fee. The discussion is continuing 
on whether to, and how to, offset the cost for the residents, in alignment with other medical 
schools. 
. If a trainee returns a positive blood test result, the procedure in place by all medical schools 
involves assembling an expert panel, which includes an Infectious Diseases specialist, to 
make recommendations on a case-by-case basis regarding their continued training. 

2. HUGO UPDATE Dr. C. Watling 

Discussion 

. LHSC has approved funding for the Optimization Project. The project centres on Learner 
Support and Integration, with a focus on the fine-tuning and optimization of the electronic 
ordering system. The funding amount has not been set; a decision will be made in the next 
few weeks. St. Joseph’s Health Care is also expected to approve funding. 
. The working group has approved a set of key recommendations brought forward by PARO 
based on a survey of residents; please refer to the slides for a list of the recommendations.  
 

3. CaRMS Results Debriefing               Dr. C. Watling 

Discussion 

. The NAC OSCE scores did not significantly influence some programs’ decision on how to 
rank applicants; they felt communication and language proficiency skills are more critical in 
the decision, which can only be determined by an interview. Other programs used the NAC 
score as a cutoff point.  
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. Please refer to the meeting slides for statistics on the CaRMS results.  

. The second iteration can be used for transfers; the NAC is exempt for any IMGs who are 
applying to change programs only. 

4.  PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS RETREAT Dr. C. Watling       

Discussion 
. Please encourage and support your Program Administrator’s attendance at the first PA 
Retreat Day on May 8, 2015. The agenda’s focus is on crucial conversations and CBME. 
 

5.  VISITING STUDENT ELECTIVES Dr. C. Watling & Dr. 
G. Tithecott        

Discussion 

. An issue has been identified with medical students’ ability to secure visiting electives at 
Western, in all disciplines, for approximately the last 4 years. The issue particularly relates to 
a lack of response to inquiries and lack of application follow-up. 
. Per UME, Western has committed to the WebPortal. There is a lack of resources in UME to 
process the quantity of elective requests, and there is a possibility of hiring more staff.  
. The Portal has instructions not to contact the program directly, despite program websites 
encouraging students to contact the program. 
. There is agreement among programs to encourage students to contact the program 
directly. 
. Some programs indicated that they did not want to put a limit on the number of visiting 
students they can accommodate and that it would help to have some discretion in the 
decision making rather than have to assign a total number of students that can be 
accommodated. 
. One issue identified by those responsible for scheduling is that if there are many clerks on a 
rotation, electives won’t be assigned to the rotation because the numbers would impact the 
clerks’ education experience. 
. A request was made for programs to be able to access what applications are in queue on 
the WebPortal for their program. 
. Dr. Tithecott encouraged programs to please indicate to UME if they would like to remove 
their limit of how many electives can be accommodated by the program. 
. Information on who is in queue on the Portal can be shared, but there are limited resources 
in UME to get that information out to the programs. 
. Dr. Tithecott agreed that it would be possible to change the wording on the Portal and 
encourage elective students to contact the program directly if they have not received a 
response after applying through the Portal. The instructions on the Portal are owned 
internally. 

5.1 Action Item Person Responsible Due Date 

Follow up with UME whether wording has been changed on 
WebPortal for students to contact programs directly for 
response 

Courtney Newnham April 8, 2015 

6. RESIDENCY ALLOCATIONS FOR 2016              Dr. C. Watling 

Discussion . The Ministry of Health has indicated that plans for resident allocation for 2016 are 
confidential until the provincial budget is released in April. 
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. Programs should plan for a constriction of residency positions; start thinking of the potential 
within your program to reduce the number of PGY1 positions. There is not likely to be a 
dramatic change, but no programs are going to get larger. 

7. PARO-CAHO GUIDELINES FOR PGY1 CALL SCHEDULE             Dr. C. Watling 

Discussion 

. The new PARO contract included guidelines for how PGY1s should be scheduled for call. 
Input from our programs concluded that we are either already following the guidelines or 
that programs would have no problems putting them in place. The main recommendation is 
to ensure adequate senior support, and set the tone to ensure that PGY1s are comfortable 
accessing the support while on call in the first month. 
. Another recommendation was that PGY1s only take call until 11pm for the first couple of 
weeks. Programs find this recommendation challenging. Feedback to PARO will be that 
PGY1s have likely done overnight call as medical students and that the recommendation 
might be a diminishment of responsibilities.  

11.  ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING  

Date and time 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:12am.   
Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 8th 2015, 7:00am – 8:00am HSA101, 
Western  
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